INTRODUCTION
The reproductive cycle and morphology of oak flower and seed development in Quercus have been reported for the different species (Corti, 1954 (Corti, , 1955 (Corti, , 1959 Turkel et al, 1955; Stairs, 1964; Kotov, 1969; Vogt, 1969; Jovanovic and Tucovic, 1975; Bonnet-Masimbert, 1978; Merkle et al, 1980) . Although many dissimilarities are found between groups within the genus, the major difference of interest in this study is the time required for seed maturation. Seeds of the white oak group (Lepidobalanus) mature during a single growth season, while those of the red oaks (Erythrobalanus) require 2 seasons. The existence in cork-oak of the 2 different reproductive strategies, the 'annual' (similar to that of the Lepidobalanus group) and the 'biennial' (similar to Erythrobalanus) as well as the influence of climatic conditions on seed maturation were investigated in this study.
The phenology of cork-oak has been the subject of (1988, 1989, 1990) 
